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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has awarded a $1.35 million contract for a water treatment system in 
northern Tennessee under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). 

MWH Constructors of Chicago, Ill., will design and build a water treatment system for fish waste at Dale 
Hollow National Fish Hatchery in Celina, Tenn. The new system will keep waste from flowing into the 
Obey River and stockpile nitrogen-rich material, which will be given to local farmers to fertilize their fields. 

“This badly needed treatment system at Dale Hollow will make the hatchery much friendlier to the local 
environment and area farmers will benefit from the fertilizer it produces,” Salazar said. “The construction 
project will also be an economic boost and provide much needed jobs for the local community.” 

“The Service has been working closely with the Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation, and this ARRA project will bring Dale Hollow into compliance with the Tennessee Clean 
Water Act,” said Cynthia Dohner, the Service’s Southeast Regional Director. 

The system will be housed in a new building which contains perforated drum filters. Waste water from the 
hatchery’s 104 raceways, which produce 1.5 million trout a year, will be diverted into the treatment 
building and the solids will be spun off from the water. The clean water will flow into the Obey River, and 
the solids will go to two effluent ponds, where they will be dried out and given away to local farmers. 

“The treatment system has the potential to really help farmers, whose crops have been significantly 
affected by droughts over the last few years,” said Rep. Bart Gordon, whose Congressional district 
includes the hatchery. 

“I have a list of nine or 10 local farmers who have already signed up, and we haven’t even started,” said 
hatchery manager Andrew Currie. 

For more information, visit the Dale Hollow National Fish Hatchery website. 

November 2010 Project Update: At Dale Hollow National Fish Hatchery, the ARRA-funded water 
treatment system is starting to take shape, as workers build the Drum Filter Building. Waste water from 
the hatchery’s 104 raceways, which produce 1.5 million trout a year, will be diverted into the building and 
the solids will be spun off from the water. The clean water will flow into the Obey River, and the solids will 
go to two effluent ponds, where they will be dried out and given away to local farmers to fertilize their 
fields. 

 


