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Project Description 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has awarded a contract for *$193,630 through the 

Recovery Act to Business World Contractors in San Antonio, Tex.  The contract will provide for 

the replacement of 84,000 square feet of barbed-wire fencing at Lower Rio Grande Valley 

(LRGV) National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) near Alamo, Tex.  The fence project is the first in a 

refurbishment of LRGV NWR which will include improved public use trails, roads, a concrete 

wall, and a new entrance sign.  
 

Originally established in 1979, LRGV NWR encompasses 

90,000 acres, including 115 tracts of land that stretch 

along the last 275 river miles of the Rio Grande in South 

Texas.  A new fence is needed to reduce the effects of 

illegal ATV use and livestock intrusion.  Many of the 

tracts are already fenced, but the 30+ year old wood-post 

fencing has fallen into a state of disrepair.   One of the 

most biologically diverse wildlife refuges, LRGV NWR 

includes 11 distinct ecosystems that are host or home to 

500+ species of birds, 1,200 types of plants and nearly 

300 butterfly species.   The Service expects project 

completion by summer of 2010. 

 

Project Benefits 

The project is expected to create work for two people.  In addition the fence will preserve the 

pristine wetland habitat from the effects of illegal loitering, and livestock grazing.   

 

Total Budget Information for All 
Projects  
Lower Rio Grande Valley NWR $695,000 
Fence Rehabilitation (FFS#R2GP, R2GM): $193,630 

 

For More Information 
Kelly K. Mensah 

Recovery Act Media Specialist 

U.S Fish and Wildlife Service 

Southwest Region 

Kelly_Mensah@fws.gov 

505.248.6599 
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