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Project Description 
The U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has awarded $60,200* of Recovery Act funds to Aqua 
Care LTD. of Buffalo NY, to build a new water purification system.  Mora National Fish Hatchery 
and Technology Center (NFH&TC) in Mora, New Mexico will receive the ultraviolet (UV) based 
system to replace the ozone purification system now in use.   
 

Due to a limited area water supply, Mora NFH&TC 
re-circulates up to 95 percent of the water it uses in 
breeding Gila trout.   Contamination from feces and 
uneaten food creates a water purification/sewage 
treatment problem currently addressed by ozone 
disinfection which is expensive, dangerous and 
inefficient.  The Service expects the new system to be 
in operation by spring 2010.  The upgrade will be part 
of a $171,000 Recovery Act grant to refurbish 
facilities at Mora NFH&TC 
 

 
Mora NFH&TC, one of seven federal fish hatchery technology centers in the U.S. was 
established in 1997 with a mission of protecting and rearing imperiled southwestern fish.  
Currently, the native Gila trout is the focus of restoration and recovery activities at the Center.       
 
Project Benefits 
Switching to a UV system will eliminate the possibility of exposure to ozone for staff and Gila 
trout, as well as the need for storing liquid oxygen.   This project will also reduce operating cost. 
 
Total Budget Information 
Mora NFH&TC - $320,000 
FFS Project#R2PV: $60,200 
 
For More Information 
Kelly K. Mensah, 
 Recovery Act Media Specialist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Southwest Region 
Kelly_Mensah@fws.gov 
(505) 248-6599 

http://recovery.doi.gov/press/bureaus/us-fish-and-wildlife-service/ 
 
 
*Source – http://recovery.doi.gov/press/wp-content/uploads/2009/05/fws -list -051309.pdf 
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