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Salmon Lake and Unalakleet River
Invasive Plant Inventory, Removal and Management Plan

Need

On-the-ground work will be done to
inventory, remove and monitor the status of
invasive plants within a 23-acre area around
Salmon Lake and 81 miles along the
Unalakleet River. Salmon Lake is the
northernmost spawning ground for sockeye
salmon on the Seward Peninsula and the
Unalakleet Wild and Scenic River is also
critical anadromous salmon habitat. Salmon |
is a primary subsistence food for many rural <%y s s -“‘;:‘.‘;:M.chae.
Alaska communities. These salmon habitats .
are threatened by non-native invasive plants. E e i\

Recovery Act Funding

The cost of conducting on-the-ground and river corridor plant inventory is expensive,
particularly on the Unalakleet Wild and Scenic River. Bush planes and river boats will be
needed to transport and support the people who do the work.

Benefits

This project will provide employment for economically depressed western Alaskan villages with
high unemployment, and teach young adults how to identify and erradicate non-native invasive
plants before the invasions get too big to manage without herbicides. Youth will contribute to
the preservation of subsistence resources and further Native culture and traditions. The
development of an integrated pest management plan will give communities guidance on their
war on weeds and help preserve subsistence resources.

. . .. ) More Information
An invasive species is one that is not
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native to an ecosystem, and is likely BLM Anchorage Field Office
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