
 

 

 

Wilderness Study Area  
Unauthorized Trail Reclamation 
 
Need 
The BLM is obliged to preserve the wilderness values 
of lands designated as Wilderness Study Areas 
(WSAs) until a determination has been made on their 
suitability for congressional Wilderness designation.  
The BLM Pocatello Field Office in southeastern Idaho 
is concerned about manageability and protection of the 
Petticoat and Worm Creek WSAs.  Dead-end roads 
and increasing motorized vehicle intrusions are 
incompatible with the preservation of wilderness 
values in these two areas. A lack of adequate signage 
compounds management challenges as the WSAs and 
surrounding public lands see more frequent use, 
especially for recreation.   
 
 
 
Recovery Act Funding 
Funds will help ensure the priorities of implementing the installation of signs, fencing, and 
barriers to suspend motorized intrusions into the WSAs.  The BLM will contract for 10 
workmonths of seasonal employment, fencing and barrier materials, and signs. 
 
 
Benefits 
The project will help protect 11,700 acres of WSA lands from impairment by non-wilderness 
uses and retain their suitability for potential preservation as wilderness. 
 
 

More Information 

 

 
Petticoat Peak WSA webpage 
Worm Creek WSA webpage 
 
David Howell, Resource Coordinator 
Idaho Falls District – (208) 524-7559 
David_Howell@blm.gov  

http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/fo/pocatello/special_areas/wilderness_study_areas/Petticoat.html
http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/fo/pocatello/special_areas/wilderness_study_areas/Worm.html
mailto:David_Howell@blm.gov

